
A Glossary of Important College Terms 
 
ADMISSION: Acceptance for registration based on completion of application 

documents, receipt of transcripts and test scores, meeting of academic 
standards, and fulfilling of any other requirements (physical examination, 
essay, etc.). Application for financial aid is usually a separate process. 

 
ADVISOR: A resource person able to help you plan your course of study and select 

appropriate courses.  Also called program advisors or academic advisors. 
 
AGEC: Stands for Arizona General Education Curriculum: a 35-38 semester-

credit general education certificate that fulfills lower-division education 
requirements for students planning to transfer to any Arizona public 
community college or university. (AGEC-A, AGEC-B, and AGEC-S) 

 
ASSOCIATE DEGREE: A degree awarded for the completion of a minimum of 64 credits 

selected to meet specific requirements.  The Associate of Arts (AA) 
emphasizes courses for transfer to four-year schools, the Associate of 
General Studies (A.G.S.) allows for flexibility in course selection, and 
the Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) emphasizes a particular 
occupational field. 

 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE: A degree awarded by a four-year college.  The Bachelor of Arts (BA) or 

Bachelor of Science (BS) degree requires approximately 126 credits. 
 
CATALOG: The annual publication of a college or university which explains the 

institution’s policies, procedures, and programs, including course 
descriptions. Available online at http://paradisevalley.edu/catalogs/ 

 
COHORT: A group of individuals having a statistical factor (as age or class 

membership) in common.  ACE uses “cohort” as the year you enter the 
program for example: 2012 or 2013 cohorts. 

 
COLLEGE: (1) A single institution of higher learning offering post-high school 

courses and degrees. (2) A large division of a university, offering courses 
and degrees in a related field. Example: ASU College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences.  

 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE: A "two-year" college offering associate degrees, certificate programs, 

and courses at freshman, sophomore, and non-credit levels. 
 
COUNSELOR: A faculty member available to help you with personal, career, or school 

related questions.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: A brief, official statement of the content and prerequisites of each course 

included in the catalog 
 
COURSE NUMBER: The three-digit number following the subject code which identifies a 

particular course as to content and level, such as ENG 101, First Year 
Composition.. 

 
CREDIT HOUR: Numerical unit assigned to a course based on the amount of time spent in 

class each week. 
 

http://paradisevalley.edu/catalogs/


CURRICULUM: A series of courses that meet a particular academic or vocational goal.  It 
is also called a program of study. 

 
ELECTIVES: Courses a student can select in order to complete a program of study, 

sometimes with restrictions. 
 
GRANTS: Student financial aid awarded to undergraduate students (working on 

their first bachelor's degree) who demonstrate financial need. Grants do 
not require repayment.  

 
LOWER DIVISION: First and second year college courses (100 and 200 level. Example: ENG 

101).  Only lower division courses are offered by the community 
colleges. 

 
MAJOR: The field of specialization. Examples: computer science, nursing 

etcetera. 
 
PREREQUISITE: A condition which must be met before enrolling in a specific class, 

usually the completion of a lower-level class in the same subject or an 
appropriate placement test score. 

 
PRIVATE COLLEGE: A college not supported by state funding, often having a unique program 

& image. 
 
REQUIRED COURSE: A course needed to complete a certificate or degree program. 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS: Student financial aid based on academic achievement, need, or a 

combination of factors.  Scholarships do not have to be repaid. 
 
SECTION NUMBER: Follows immediately after the subject code and the course number (ENG 

101) in the class schedule which identifies the location and time of the 
class. Example:  ENG 101 – Section 0001-LEC (11813) 

 
SUBJECT CODE: The three-letter abbreviation which identifies the subject area of a course 

such as ENG for Writing courses. 
 
SYLLABUS: A course outline and information on classroom policies, test, dates and 

materials to be used in a class, usually given to students by the instructor 
at the first class meeting. 

 
TRANSCRIPT: A record of a student’s course work and grades  
 
TRANSFER CREDIT: Credit earned at another college applied to a PVCC program or vice 

versa. 
 
UNIVERSITY: Any institution of higher education offering bachelors, masters, and 

doctoral degree programs. 
 
UPPER DIVISION: Courses usually taken during junior and senior years offered at four- year 

institutions (300 and 400 level. Example: ENG 492). 
 


